Abstract. Public participation is an important part of urban planning. In order to make students deeper understand public participation in urban planning and improve the teaching quality, we introduced public participation into the teaching practice of urban planning, put forward a teaching method of student engagement, and have been practicing for 6 years in different majors and grades. The results of practice showed that teaching effect of this method was influenced by which term the course was set in, students' basic ability level and self-awareness of learning, the theme of the homework and the teachers' incentive measures.
Introduction
Public participation is an important part of urban planning. It gives us some inspiration in the teaching of urban planning. If public participation is introduced in the teaching activities of urban planning, it will be helpful for students to understand public participation, to improve learning enthusiasm, and then improve the teaching quality and effect. It may be a good idea for teaching. So, we tried to introduce public participation in urban planning teaching, developed it to student engagement, and have been practicing up to 6 years. Here describe the specific way of how to develop public participation to student engagement, summarized the teaching practice and analyzed the feedback in different majors and grades
Public Participation and Urban Planning Teaching Public Participation
Public participation is the right of the masses to participate in the public decision-making. [1] It generally refers to the ordinary people as the main body to participate and promote activities of social decision-making and implementation.
Public participation is a planned action. It is a two-way communication between government departments, developers and the public. It provides citizens chance to participate in the decision-making process and is helpful to prevent and resolve conflicts between citizens, government agencies and developers, citizens and citizens.
[2]
Public Participation in Urban Planning
Urban planning is the comprehensive deployment, specific arrangements and implementation of the city's economic and social development, land use, spatial distribution and various construction in a certain period of time. [3] And it also is one of the important public policies to regulate and control urban space resources, to guide the development and construction of urban and rural areas, to maintain social equity, and to ensure public security and public interests. [4] In urban planning, public participation emphasizes not only on involving the public in the decision-making and management in the process of planning compilation and implementation, but on the communication and coordination of all parties' interests. It strives to achieve the coordination of economic, social and environmental benefits of the project planning.
[5]
The Enlightenment of Public Participation in Urban Planning to Urban Planning Teaching
The similarities between urban planning and teaching activities. In teaching activities, teachers and students are the two major groups, while they have to accept the management and supervision of schools and other departments. Although the relationships in school is relatively simple to those in urban planning, there are still many similarities.
For example, government departments in urban planning is equivalent to the school in teaching activities. They are responsible for organizing the planning compilation, implementation and supervision, and the school is responsible for the overall organization, management and supervision of teaching activities.
Planners are equivalent to teachers. They are responsible for the detailed city planning work who need pay attention to the coordination of the different groups' interests and make them in harmony, while teachers are specifically responsible for the organization and implementation of teaching activities in which they have to give consideration to all students and make them satisfied with the teaching effect.
The public are equivalent to students. They are all the major participants of activities and have various interests, although the students' interests usually present more consistent. On the other side, they are all supervisors, especially the role of students is very strong. Once the students think that the teaching activities are far from their expectations, they can ask for a change, such as a new teacher.
In general, we think the similarities of relationship between teaching activity and urban planning is as Table 1 showed. The enlightenment of public participation in urban planning to urban planning teaching. Urban planning involves the vital interests of different groups or individuals. Public participation can enhance the rationality of the planning and design, help to reduce the planning mistakes, and promote the smooth implementation of the reasonable planning. It is necessary for urban planning to create a better life.
Similarly, in order to improve the teaching effect and make students benefit more, it is necessary to introduce public participation in teaching activities, in this case, we call it students' engagement. Students' widely participation will be able to help teachers understand the students well, and then formulate the corresponding countermeasures. It also helps the students' to improve learning initiative and to better understand public participation in city planning.
Although students' engagement in teaching is different from public participation in urban planning, there are still many places worth learning from it. Especially for the teaching practice of city planning, it seems to be a good combination to explore how to improve students' engagement and an opportunity to make students better understand public participation in urban planning.
The Practice of Introducing Public Participation in Urban Planning Teaching
The introduction of public participation in city planning teaching, which we also calls students engagement, has been tried in different objects.
The Practice Object
As a professional course in School of Civil Engineering and Architecture of Wuhan Polytechnic University, urban planning has different teaching aims and arrangements in different specialties. It is showed in Table 2 as follows. It should be noted that architecture has 5 academic years with 10 semesters, and other majors are 4 academic years with 8 semesters. Overall, in all majors above except architecture, city planning course is mainly to broaden students' knowledge, to help students realize the important role of urban planning in city construction and further understand how city planning guide and control urban development and construction. It is committed to help students establish the awareness of planning and understand the connection between urban planning and their own professional. As for architecture major, in addition to the purposes above, the course also includes the contents of design because of the students' requirements.
The Specific Practices of Public Participation Converted into Student Engagement
Urban planning involves social, economic and environmental problems, and is a discipline which is closely linked with the residents. It is often encountered in daily life, so, we take advantage of this convenience. In the process of teaching, we explain the basic knowledge of urban planning first, then choose the corresponding practical problems, and guide the students to explore the causes of these problems, finally encourage them to look for solutions from the perspective of city planning. We expect that this approach, namely the students learn by integrating theory with practice, can deepen students' understanding of urban planning knowledge, and also can arouse students' enthusiasm of learning.
In particular, we have designed a variety of forms of students' engagement, such as assignments, discussions, visits, and linked them to the scores that students are most concerned about. Each form has different purposes and requirements, which are roughly listed in Table 3 . 
The Feedback of the Practice
Based on the summary and analysis of different professional teaching in 6 years, the feedback of the practice are as follows.
Which Semester the Course is Located in Directly Affected the Teaching Effect
Which semester the course is located in directly affected the teaching effect, and it was showed in Table 4 . On the whole, if the urban planning course is located in the first three semesters or the last two semesters, the teaching effect is poor; if it is in the middle, such as the fourth to sixth semester, the teaching effect is better.
Students' Basic Ability Also Affected the Teaching Effect
All majors, except the engineering management cooperated by Chinese and foreign, have a higher enrollment score, which means the students have better original abilities at the entrance. The teaching practice of students' engagement is running well, the teaching effect is also better.
But to the engineering management cooperated by Chinese and foreign, in order to cater to the educational needs, with lower scores of enrollment, students ' comprehensive quality are slightly inferior than those in other majors, which are reflected in the students' learning initiative, comprehension and expression ability, problem-solving ability, and so on. Thereby the teaching practice of students' engagement is not running well as expected, and the teaching effect is not good enough. For example, in the same engineering management major, the students in China-US cooperation class differ a lot from non-cooperation class in the learning performance. So, the quality of students is also an influential factor in teaching effect of the practice.
The Implementation Effect of Module 2 is Associated with the Theme of Homework
The implementation effect of Module 2 is associated with the theme of homework, because the quality of homework is not only related to the students' basic ability, but also related to the students' interests and professional background.
Generally speaking, if the theme of homework is consistent with the direction that the student is interested in or the contents that their professional is good at, the quality of homework they finished is better, or else, the quality is relatively poor.
Specifically, city planning involves many aspects of urban development, including the overall development, such as urbanization, and special development issues, such as road traffic planning, residential planning, the planning of economic and social development, and space planning and design. Engineering management professional performance was better at the overall development and social development planning, yet architectural profession performed the contents about design better. Every major behaved well when the theme was interested in, such as transport. On the other hand, if the theme was strong professional, the corresponding professional performance was good, and others were relatively weaker.
Students' Enthusiasm to Participate in Discussions is Related to the Incentive Mechanism of Teachers' Design, but it is More Related to the Students' Self-awareness of Learning
The incentive mechanism designed by the teacher has a certain influence on the students to participate in class discussions, but have not a decisive influence. These incentives can encourage some of them who may participate in and who want to get high scores. In fact, class discussions more need those who are willing to active participation.
However, the habit of taking active participation is inseparable from students' respective years of education. The traditional Chinese teaching is given priority to lectures, especially basic education, which is famous for "cramming", "force-feeding" teaching. This way is effective for students to achieve high scores in the exam, but it ignores the development of students' other abilities, such as thinking, analysis, judgment, expression. So, when the whole comprehensive ability of students has not been gradually developing, there is certainly a loss, and some students will feel powerless at the time they need.
Conclusion
In short, from the practice of introducing public participation in city planning teaching for up to 6 years, it brings some difficulties for the high quality of teaching effect when the students are not completely ready for student' engagement, but in the process of overcoming and solving these problems, we can see that the comprehensive ability of the students who participate actively has been improved obviously. What we look forward to solve is that how to make the students who is not involved in discussions not being marginalized, after all, for a class with fifty or sixty students, it is inevitable that some students are out of the mainstream, only one teacher is difficult to take into account each student.
